
Support of Military Professional Development  
 
Canada's military heritage is largely invisible in Canada and the principal wars that have helped 
define both the Canadian military and national identities have been fought across the globe. 
Professionally, military history lectures are interesting but do not compare to viewing the actual 
battle space to fully understand the challenge of command; be it the largest joint operation in 
history in Normandy including Juno and the epitome of innovation of the Mulberry harbours, 
the aid station in Ypres where Dr. John McRae, grieving the death of Lt. A. Hilmer (RMC 841), 
wrote "In Flanders Fields", the Cabinet War Rooms in London where the senior allied leadership 
monitored the U-Boat menace and the progress of the Allied Bomber Fleets, the narrow Scheldt 
approaches to Antwerp cleared by the 1st Canadian Army, the Solent where Canadian 
destroyers and MBTs sallied out to do battle, the airfields from which 401 Squadron engaged in 
the Battle of Britain and 6 Bomber Group attacked Germany, the bridge in St Lambert sur Dives 
where the Canadian Army closed the Falaise gap and Canadian airmen helped destroy both the 
encircled army as well as the rescue army, to say nothing of other hard-won victories such as 
Ortona, Vimy Ridge, and Sicily or destruction in Dieppe and Hong Kong. Aside from gaining a 
deeper understanding of the battles, the Cadets will form a lasting emotional bond with both 
their fallen comrades in the countless cemeteries and the grateful citizenry whom the 
Canadians liberated from an incomprehensible tyranny epitomized by the surviving camps, now 
museums, in places such as Dachau and Auschwitz. Just seeing the understated Canadian 
memorial outside Buckingham Palace with the simple inscription stating that between 1914 and 
1945 more than one million Canadians came to fight in defense of freedom and more than 
100,000 died, drives home the true meaning of service and self-sacrifice in a way that no other 
experience or military history lesson in Canada can. The Class of 76’s support of professional 
development tours led by historians and/or RMC professors will provide cadets a priceless 
educational experience and an unforgettable launch to a career in the service of Canada.   
 
Funding Required: approximately $35,000 annually. 


